fllwebGuide | LEARNING & CREATIVITY

I WAVES

el

BY MATT GOLDEBERG

£ ;
f [
I

Clocking the Year

A visionary group of futurists is ticking off the seconds until YIOK

g ITH THE UNCERTAINTY SURROUNDING
# possible Y2K calamities about to be
¥ resolved—for better or for worse—on
lanuary 1, some forward-looking
thinkers have already latched onto a
new chronological conundrom: What
@ ® Thappenswhenwereach the year roocoo?
The cadre of futurists in the Long Now Foun-
dation includes cultural provocateur Stewart
Brand, founder of the Whale Earth Catalog and
THE WELL [well.com], along with musician Brian
Enoand Danny Hillis, creator of the legendary
Connection Machine supercomputer. Hillis,
currently a Disney vice president, is largely
responsible for dreaming up the foundation's
defining mission: building a clock that will
tell accurate time for the next 10,000 years.
THE LOMG NOW FOUNDATION ‘Web site [www.
longnow.org] contains pictures and diagrams of
theclock's prototypes, which incorporate patent
pending design innovations and such high-end
materials as metallic glass and tungsten.

ABOVE: A developmental model of a clock designed
to last 10,000 years. RIGHT: Camille Paglia.
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Literary Magazines

BEST ONLINE JOURNAL
i Salon.com The Web's premier dai-
ly journal of arts, literature, and the
! world at large boasts a slew of mar-
! ques names. Minnesota Public
i Radio’s Garrison Keillor advises the
i lovelorn. Postfeminist gadfly Camille
\ Paglia often stirs things up. Guest
| writers such as David Foster Wal-
{ lace weigh in with book reviews, The
| magazine's feisty political coverage
! Is always worth reading, as is the
irreverant technology page. To join
i inthe obiter dicta, try the Table Talk
i forums. [www.salon.com]

TOP DIGITAL PRINT MAG

¥

i Atlantic Unbound It's nice to get
i free access to fiction and poetry from
| i the pages of The Atlantic Monthly,

but the venerahle print magazine's
| Web site does more than just recy-
{ cle content, Each weak brings a fresh
| batch of Web-only articles, as well
| as interviews with such established
| novelists as E. Annie Proulx and Mary
! Gordon. There's also a terrific
i searchable archive, where you can
i ratrieve the magazine's original

i reviews of such classic books as Lof-

As outlined in writings by Hillis and Brand, :
the clock’s purpose is simple but powerful. By
focusing on such a distant future, we experi- :
ence what the Long Now folks call “deep time™: |
a state of mind not unlike that of the archi- :
tects who designed Europe’s medieval cathe- |
drals, monuments to eternity they knew

they would never see finished in their life- S8

times. The hope is that projects such as
the clock, along with its proposed com-
panion library, will help nudge contem-
porary society out of the constrained

time sensibility that governs today's
burgeoning Internet economy.

The foundation advocates adopting a
new calendaring convention in which the
year 1999 would read “orggg.” Such a sys-
tem would forestall by millennia the poten
tial fora YroK bug, and might also make us
rethink our collective future. Con-
templating that extra zero,
one can't help but wonder if
this whole thing called civ-
ilization isn't just getting
off the ground.

ta (1958) and The Scarler Lerter

¢ (1886). [www.theatlantic.com]

MOST LITERATE LINKS

: Web Del Sol Sol, the star, bom-

bards the Earthwith Right. Web Ded Sal
bombards the Net
withwhatitsedi-
tors call “alit-
arary event
at once

in a con-
tinuous
state of
birthing and
crescendo.”
Woe just callit
a hot placa to
start surfing.
Links from

GLODR: ILIT eI TEAY 5 1l 405 W FORRDATHAR, FAG L5, ARTIRA B LEGCR L 1)




